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further to express the opinion that the abnormal conditions to which
you justly refer in your message have an unfavourable effect not only
on the relations of our two countries, but on the general international
situation, increasing disquiet and anxiety for general peace and
strengthening the views violating this peace. I accept with pleasure
your proposal to send a representative to America to discuss with you
the questions interesting our countries. The representative of the Soviet
Government will be Monsieur Lit vino v, Commissar for Foreign Affairs,
who will arrive in Washington as soon as a date can be arranged.
The texts of these two messages were communicated to the Ameri-
can Press by Mr. Roosevelt himself on the 20th October, and the
initiative which he had taken received an immediate and warmly
worded blessing from Senator Borah, who sounded the note, already
struck by Monsieur Kalinin, that a resumption of friendly relations
between Russia and the United States would be a great stroke in the
cause of peace. In the editorial comments of the American Press, the
commercial aspect of the transaction was still placed in the fore-
ground ; but the peace note was sounded by Monsieur Litvinov, with
ever increasing emphasis, from beginning to end of his seventeen
days' sojourn on American soil. It was the central point in the state-
ment which he made upon landing in New York on the 7th November;
in the speech which he delivered in the same city, on the 24th (after
his negotiations with Mr. Roosevelt at Washington had been brought
to a successful conclusion), at a dinner given in his honour by the
American-Russian Chamber of Commerce and the American-Russian
Institute; and finally in the farewell letter which he addressed to
President Roosevelt on the same date. In fact, it was evident, and
"undisguised, that the Soviet Government, at any rate, saw, in this
resumption of friendly relations between Russia and the United
States, a timely and potent safeguard against the menace of a
Japanese military assault upon the Ear Eastern territories of the
Soviet Union.1
The negotiations between Monsieur Litvinov and President Roose-
velt at Washington, which lasted from the 8th November, 1933, to
the 16th, were both strenuous and cordial, because both parties were
determined to achieve success; but they were not facile; for there was
also a strong determination on both sides to handle and dispose of the
real difficulties and not to be content with a paper settlement which
would slide over the practical obstacles and would thereby threaten
to breed disappointments and recriminations at a later stage. After
the whole problem had been threshed out for nine days in this vein,
1 Eor the possible imminence of this menace at this date, see section (v) of
this part of the present volume.